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• All teams must report to fields a minimum of 30 minutes prior to scheduled game time and be prepared to start early.
• Insurance is required. Please have a copy of your insurance documentation available if requested.
• A coin flip will determine the “Home” team before each pool game. Home team for bracket play games will be determined by pool play seed. Home team will keep the official score.
• Teams will pay at the plate for the umps. Teams will split the cost of the ump for each ump, until the semi-finals and championship games, at which point the tournament will pay the umps.
• Profanity or misconduct by a player, coach, manager or fans will not be tolerated and may result in his or her ejection from the game and dismissal from the tournament. If a player or coach is ejected from a game they will also sit out the following game as well. Coaches are responsible for their fans and can be dismissed along with their fans.
• The tournament director or his / her appointed representative shall be the sole judge as to the playing condition of the field and is responsible to make a decision for a called game and termination of play. In addition, the tournament director has the authority to modify the tournament format in order to complete the tournament should we encounter inclement weather or unusual delays. All questions regarding any tournament rules or situations that may arise are to be directed to the tournament director: Chris Wilson: 330-998-9002.
• Speed-Up-Rule - Teams may elect to use a courtesy runner for either the catcher and/or pitcher of the previous inning at any time. The runner must be someone not presently in the batting lineup or, if none are available, the last batted out. The sole purpose should be to speed up the start of the next inning.
• Pitchers will be given 5 warmup pitches in between innings. The fifth pitch will be thrown down to second.
• There will be no infield prior to starting games. Teams may take ground balls outside the foul lines in front of the dugouts if time permits.
• Batting Order and Lineups: At the discretion of each coach, teams may bat a nine (9) player lineup, a ten (10) player lineup using an Additional Hitter (AH), or a continuous lineup of all present uniformed players. Such lineups must be declared before the start of the game and used the entire game. The use of an AH or continuous lineup allows free substitution on defense throughout the game. Players may reenter the game one time if removed for a substitute player that is not in the starting lineup. The substitute player that gets reentered is then done for the rest of the game and may not return.
Pitching Limitations
**One Pitch = 1 inning**
8U - 3 INNINGS PER GAME / 8 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT 
9U – 3 INNINGS PER GAME / 8 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT
10U - 4 INNINGS PER GAME / 10 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT 
11U - 4 INNINGS PER GAME / 10 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT 
12U - 4 INNINGS PER GAME / 12 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT
13U - 4 INNINGS PER GAME / 12 INNINGS FOR ENTIRE TOURNAMENT 
The per game limit is mandatory and will be enforced by the umpires during each game. Coaches should also use discretion in determining a player’s pitch count and not just the number of innings a pitcher is allowed to pitch. Once a pitcher is removed from the mound they cannot pitch again during the remainder of that game.
• All games are 6 innings OR 1 hour and 45 minutes. No new inning can start after 1 hour and 45 minutes.








Age Group Overview
	Age
	Stealing
	Leadoffs
	Balks
	Pitching/
Bases

	8U
	NO
	NO
	NO
	43/60

	9U
	YES
	NO
	NO
	46/65

	10U
	YES
	YES
	Yes w/1 warning per pitcher
	46/65

	11U
	YES
	YES
	Yes w/1 warning per pitcher
	50/70

	12U
	YES
	YES
	Yes w/1 warning per pitcher
	50/70

	13U
	YES
	YES
	Yes w/1 warning per pitcher
	54/80



No new inning can start once 1:45 mark has been reached. All games are official after 4 innings if weather or darkness interrupts. A new inning starts as soon as the third out in the previous inning occurs.
*Semi-final and Championship Games WILL NOT have a time limit! 
AGE GROUP SPECIFIC RULES:
· 8U – no dropped third strike rule – no infield fly rule; no runner can leave the base until the ball is batted, a walk occurs, a final out is recorded, or a courtesy runner is placed.
· 9U – no dropped third strike rule –no stealing home - no infield fly rule – runners cannot leave base until the ball crosses home plate
· No balk calls in the 8U and 9U age groups because there are no leadoffs.
· Mercy rule is in effect for all games – 12 after 3 innings, 10 after 4 innings, and 8 after 5 innings.
TIE - BREAKER RULE
Pool games CAN end in a tie so long as the 1:45 time limit has not been reached. If there is still time remaining, extra innings may be played until there is a winner or the time limit is reached.

If a single elimination bracket game (except semifinal and championship games) has gone the full number of innings or the time limit has been reached (no time limit for semifinal and championship games), and the game is tied, extra innings will be played until there is a winner.
For Seeding (Pool & Bracket)
Final Pool Standings and Seeds for bracket play are determined in the following manner: 
1. Record
2. Head-to-Head (only if two teams are tied; if more than 2 teams are tied then go to #3)
3. Runs Allowed
4. Run Differential (max+/-8 per game)
5. Runs Scored
6. Coin Flip
Other Rules & Notes:
· Forfeits are recorded as 8-0 game scores for tiebreaker purposes.
· Birth certificates are not being checked individually at team registration; however, in the event that an opposing manager requests to see a specific player’s birth certificate, the manager must provide it immediately to the tournament manager or on site representative for review. Managers must therefore maintain on their possession at all times the birth certificates for their players. Failure to provide proper certification of age eligibility within a timeframe deemed appropriate by the tournament director will be grounds for forfeit.
· Tournament format is three game guarantee. Awards will be given to 1st place team and runner ups.
· Rain out policy: In the event of bad weather, the tournament director reserves the right to push back starting times for games or to modify the format of the tournament and/or time limit of games in order to complete the tournament. The following minimum refunds will be in effect in case of cancellation of games:
i.  0 games played - 100% of entry fee returned  
ii. 1 game played - 50% of entry fee returned  
iii. 2 games played - No Refund
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