RBC 2026 Tournament Rules and
Policies

Notes: This is a 6 Team Max, 3 game guarantee (weather permitting) 
There will be 2 umpires for each game.
Game balls will be provided. We ask that each team provides one “like new baseball”
Rings for 1st place and 2nd place. MVP awards will be given out on Championship Sunday. Concessions will be onsite. 
The first 6 teams to pay will be locked into the tournament. There is a possibility of a game on Friday. Schedules will be
released one week prior to the start of the tournament. Any special requests can be directed to the tournament director at Admin@raidersbaseballclub.com

Refund Policy: 
Weather related refund policy: Should the entire tournament be canceled due to weather prior to any games being played, all but $100.00 of the registration fee will be refunded. The $100.00 is to cover any fixed tournament expenses. Should one game be played there will be no refunds. If one pitch is thrown it is considered a game.

Team withdrawal refund policy: A $150.00 fee will be charged to any team that has paid and withdraws more than 60 days from the tournament start date. There will be no refunds for any team cancellations within 60 days of the tournament start date.

ROSTERS & INSURANCE: All teams are required to always carry with them, a copy of their official roster, a copy of each player’s birth certificates and a copy of their insurance. You will also need to add “Raiders Baseball Club-6424 York Rd. Spring Grove, PA. 17362” listed as an additional insured. 
In the event of a player’s age challenge, A $200 cash protest fee must be presented to the Site Director at the time of protest. A protest is only “Official” if accompanied by the $200 and done before the next pitch. If the protest is upheld, then the $200 will be refunded and the game will be replayed from the point of the protest. The team/player in question must show the player’s birth certificate or valid government issued ID. If a player is found to be ineligible the player will 
be removed from the tournament. There will be NO FORFEITS because of an ineligible player. A sub may replace the ineligible player if one is available, otherwise an automatic out will take place in the same manner as an injured player.
There is a 15-player maximum that may be rostered per team. A player may appear on ONLY one roster at a time. Any player found to be participating with more than one team shall result in the second team’s disqualification, and suspension of the player for the remainder of the
tournament. Age cut off is May 1, 2026. Meaning no player may turn 16 on or before May 1st of 2026

LINEUPS: All teams have the option of the following lineups:
Teams may play with 8 players but will be required to take an automatic out in the 9th batting position. Teams have the option of using a (9) player line up or any number of batters from 9 to 15. Teams must declare before the game what lineup they are using. There will be free defensive substitutions independent of batting line up. If a player is injured and leaves the game, he is NOT out when his turn at bat comes around. Coaches and umpires should be notified of injured players. Leave by injury = no return for that
game.

RE-ENTRY RULE: Teams may substitute for defensive positions (except pitcher) as many times as they wish, as long as the batting order remains the same. A player does not have to play the field in order to bat. Conversely, a player does not have to bat to play the field. A substitute is anyone not placed in the batting order. Once a substitution bats or runs for a player, the sub and the original starter are locked into that batting position and either one may bat or run in that
position ONLY.

TIME LIMIT & Pool Play: Coin flip determines the home team. Teams shall be ready to play 15 minutes prior to scheduled game time.
All games will be Seven (7) innings with a 1:45 time limit. No inning shall begin after 1:45 hours. For this rule an inning begins “immediately” after the last out of the inning has been made.
No extra innings in Pool Play. Tied games in pool play at the end of time are a tie. If all innings are played and time permits, you will play one extra inning only. If the game is tied after one extra inning the game ends in a tie. 
No New Inning will start after 1 hour and 45 minutes. Time begins as soon as the plate meeting ends. 
Bracket games will be 1:45. Bracket play games will play extra innings until a winner is determined. Each Extra inning shall begin with the last batted out on 2nd base, and 2‐1 count on each hitter, 1 out.

NO time limit for Championship Game

Weather Related Game Delays:
In a situation of adverse weather, a game may be stopped. If a game is stopped for any length of time due to adverse weather a complete game shall be four (4) innings or 3.5 if the home team is ahead. If the game is not complete (i.e. less than 4 innings or 3.5 innings if the home team is ahead), the game shall be suspended and picked up where the game was left.
The format of the tournament may change due to weather. If weather cancels one round of seeding games, we will move to a single elimination on Sunday. This move will amend the 3-game guarantee and allow the tournament to continue with a modified schedule. We will try our very best to get all games in, but weather is out of our control. In the event that the tournament is canceled due to inclement weather prior to the completion of bracket play, no awards will be issued. Because bracket play will not have concluded, it is not possible to determine a champion in a fair and equitable manner.

INTENTIONAL DELAYS: The umpire and tournament director reserves the right to eject any player, coach or fan for intentionally delaying a game. A forfeit may be enforced at the Tournament Director’s discretion.

INFIELD FLY RULE: Infield fly rule in effect.

CATCHER DROP 3RD STRIKE: Dropped third strike rule in effect. Ball is alive for all base runners.

Balks: No warnings. Immediate dead ball.

Baseballs: The tournament will provide baseballs for each game. You are required to provide one like new baseball. 
It is both teams' responsibility to ensure foul balls and homeruns are returned to the umpire. A team may choose to replace a homerun ball with a new and equivalent baseball if they want to give the homerun ball to the hitter. If teams are unable to retrieve the foul balls, then they should provide new or lightly used baseballs to allow the game to continue. Baseballs must be checked by the umpire prior to use. Balls are to be returned to the umpire after the game.


Tiebreakers: Tiebreaker for seeding:
1.) head-to-head if only 2 teams have the same record
2.) the fewest runs allowed
3.) runs scored
4.) coin toss.
Max runs in pool play will be 15 per game. Max runs allowed will be 15 per game– seeding
purposes only.

PROTESTS: No protests!! Judgment calls are final. The Head COACH ONLY may politely ask the umpire who made the call to clarify a rules interpretation. The umpires on the field will make a final decision on the field.

SCOREBOOKS: The home team will be the official scorebook. The winning team MUST report the game results to the umpire or tournament director. Both teams should keep a book and check after each inning
confirming the score.

Mercy Rule: 15 after 3 innings, 10 after 4 innings, and 8 after 5 innings.

STEALING: Stealing is allowed.

COURTESY RUNNER: Courtesy runner for pitcher and catcher allowed (and encouraged) anytime. Runner must not be currently in the lineup (can be a starter who has been substituted for). For teams using continuous batting, the runner is the last official batted out.

PITCHING: There are no pitching limits. It is at the Coach's discretion. It is the responsibility of the coaching staff and parents/guardians to monitor the pitch counts and mechanics of players to ensure they are pitching safely. There is a significant number of resources available to all that provide recommendations on pitch limits and rest periods across all age groups. We highly recommend all teams and parents review those recommendations and follow them for the safety of all.

INTENTIONAL WALKS: A pitcher is NOT required to throw to a hitter during an intentional walk situation. In other words, you CAN declare your intent and automatically give the batter 1st base.

BATS: BBCOR (-3)

AVOID CONTACT RULE: On any force play, the runner must slide and slide directly to the base or remove himself from the play in such a manner as to not interfere, intentional or unintentional, with the fielder making a play. In addition, the runner cannot interfere with a fielder’s ability to throw the ball in any way. A runner is out when he does not slide and his not
sliding creates illegal contact and/or illegally alters the actions of a fielder in the immediate act of making a play, or on a force play, does not slide in a direct line between the bases. This is true even when the runner did not intend to cause contact. In the case of potential double play, not only is the runner who created the violation is out, but also the other runner trying to be doubled up on the play. If, in an umpire’s judgment, there is intentional contact, that umpire may call the runner out on that play. If the contact is judged as intentional and malicious, that umpire WILL eject the player from the game. If a player is ejected for this reason, they may face suspension
for their team’s next game with the possibility of further sanctions as well. The Tournament Director will make the final ruling on a possible suspension.

PROPER CHEERING/NOISE MAKERS: All individuals (players, coaches, parents and fans) are expected to cheer in a positive manner for their own team and never in a negative manner toward the opposing team. Noise makers are not permitted in the dugouts and if they are used by parents/fans, they must not cause any sort of distraction to the opposing team. Because the term “distraction” can be subjective, if an issue arises at a field involving noise makers, then Tournament Officials may mandate that they not be used during moments of game play. They would only be permitted to be used when the ball is dead or in between innings. If that
stipulation is not followed; the noise makers would be prohibited all together for that team for the remainder of the tournament.

General Fair Play & Sportsmanship: Any intentional violation of the rules-or disregard for the spirit in which they are written-as well as clear acts of unsportsmanlike conduct, will not be tolerated. Coaches are fully responsible for the actions of their staff, players, and any fans or family members associated with their team.
If these rules are broken, the team will be immediately disqualified from the tournament and barred from participating in future events. No exceptions will be made. Unfortunately, repeated issues in past tournaments have made this policy necessary. Please remember we are all here to support the kids and ensure a positive, respectful environment for everyone involved.

Alcohol & Tobacco Policy:
We DO NOT permit players, parents, or fans to consume ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, CHEW TOBACCO, or SMOKE on the premises. Please remind your fans and players to respect these policies, as improper conduct will be dealt with as needed. Ejection may take place for the
remainder of the game or tournament at the Tournament Director’s discretion.

EJECTIONS: Coaches and fans ejected from a game must exit the park immediately and not return for the rest of that game plus their next scheduled game. Players may stay with their respective teams but may not participate in the rest of that game plus the next scheduled game provided they display a sportsmanlike manner for the duration of the game.

DUGOUTS & Pre- Game Warm-Ups: No infield will be allowed. All warmups must be in the outfield grass. Do not play catch in front of dugouts or dirt areas. Dugouts are NOT predetermined. First come, first serve. Teams should remain in the same dugout if playing back-to-back games on the same field. 3 Coaches and 1 scorekeeper are allowed in the dugout
at any time No Exceptions. After your game you are required to clear out any trash in a timely manner.

Music: Teams are allowed to have walk-up music only. However, please keep all music clean and turn it off during game play. Elicit lyrics are not appropriate for this environment.

-Decisions made by the tournament director are final
-Any rule controversy will be handled at the discretion of the head umpire and tournament director.
-We reserve the right to change the rules and format at any time; this includes any weather-related issues.
